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-Other lmped:ments on farmers mclude shorl:age of g _ﬁ .
agricultural inputs to boost produiction and lack of a
farmers’ bank and categonsatlon of land for. farmels
< and pastorallsis ' :

& :
The business

" environmentin’

the agricuitural

" sactor need to bo

Improved”

MR SALUM

SHAMTE, AGRICULTUR
ALCOUNCILOF
TANZANLA CHAIRMAN

: The szen Reporter

Dar es Sa]aam. The govemment

' hasbeenaskedtoaﬂowﬁrmerstosell

their produce anywhere theywanted
depending on who pays them more

.. rather thanissuing po]mml slate-_
" ‘mentsto attract buyers. "

SpealnngattheAgrmﬂturalCoun-
cil of Tanzania (ACT) mieeting inDar

_esSalaamlastweek theorganisation’s
-chairman, Mr Salum ' Shamte; cited -

ﬁvennpedunentsfamngfannersmﬂr
" restrictions on selling food stuff top-

pingtheagenda. .

. - He named other impedirhents to

S farmers as shortage of agricultural
" inputs to boost production, lack ofa

farmers’ bank and categorisation of

- land for farmers and pastoralists, .

- On the issue of setting up a special

- bank to cater for farmers’ needs, Mr -
. Shamte said. the government has
" pledged to seta financial body during

the 2013/12 fiscal year. He said it
would help farmers to expand agri-
cuttural production.

“Thebusmessemnromnentmthe
- agricultural - sector: has  to .'be

i improved, Atﬂlemomenr,agum:l i
* . tureistheleadingemployer inthepri- -

. vate-sector absorbing about 77 per "
By Mkinga Mklnga
: -“MrShamte'said: .-

cent of all ab]e-bodled ’I‘anzamans, _': :
He. sa.ldﬁrmers needmore tban.

Sh500 billion to invest in the sector -
“whereas the government through'the -

Tanzania Investment Bank has set
aside amere Sh20billionfor that pur-
pose:: The Agricultural Council of:

“Tanzania (ACT) seeks to support the

poverty reduction drive and to
improvéestandards oflivingofall Tan- -
zapians. In his'comments, the South- -
e Agricultural Growth Corridor of

‘Tanzania (Sagcot) chief executive

officer, Mr Dunstan Mrutu, said his

orgar_:isaﬁon is set to implement the
‘Kilimo Kwanza' initiative’ through

: pmrshlpsbetweenlargeandsmau

scale farmers. -

Merutusmdmn'rentthJsorgan o

isation was working closely with
farmers on ways they farmers could
eocperate with jivestors by offering
land as collateral. He said theideahas -
proved very soccessful in Kilombero
District ‘where investors collaborate
with local farmexs to raise productiv-
1typerhecﬁare.
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