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SF,ffl in Tanzania political commitmeni 0n any development initlatives is vital and of paramouni importance

ffies$ ways *o ma&*e tmurisree tflcl*
There Es a genenl feeling that despite the current
signifrcant economic conkibution of the tourisn
sector to Tanzania's economy, the skills and
denlopment kvy collected hy authoriti$ does
vrot rcsonate with tfie expectation within the
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Percentage points
in income contribu-
tion of the tour'
ism sector to the
national income

12
Number oftax and
other l icensang
payments that tour
operators are suD-
jected to

By Cyrill Akko
The Cjtizen CorresPondent

.{.rreha Something very sig-
nifimt in the touism md hos-
pitality industries happened in
thelake Zone rently.

The Global Touism rek at
the national lereI wx held in
Mm

This yeat's theme centred on
sustaimbility of touism, md
the min topic pmentedrere
either directly or indirectlY
related to sstaimbility. The
most tlrillinghse re tiefact
ttntthe Iake

Zone ms apprently m
moticed gatffiy to cntral
md wtem AfrieWorld Class
Touism attractiou botl mtu-
ralmdru-made.

These attractions ile jst
enomou opportunities m far
x touism is concemed" Ttrere
is every sign that the Lake Zone
(1\4ara, Mwmza KageB md
Shinlag) is taking a ns lad
in touism md hospitality in
Tmia

Political commitmert
The new dynmic will not

only ;nse dnnge in w5re the
towism buiness is trrerceived
,butwill even alterthe landsePe
in t}}e hospitalityindNtry. Itwill
defiiitely shift the pmdignt
from tlre b:aditionally nortlrem-
ciroit-domimted indusb:y.

InTmia like inmyother
developing coutry, political
commitment on uy dweloP-
ment initiatim is vital md of
palmout importance.

Fortuately enough, the
Mwrua regional comis-
sioner, Mr Ewist Ndikiio, is the
lrereonbehindtJ:e mntmore
to transfom the Lake Zone to
a new torirism destimtion It is
high time for the pri%te sector
playerc to iarest in this noble
drive by the mnt Mrwa
Rc.

HowereB this des not me4
tlnt tie lake rcne is free of chal-
lengeE but mther a sign ttnt
somsne is willing to detl with
them accordingly. It is even
more impressing to lem the
efforts rc speaheaded by the
top regional autleority. It is also
a call to other Lake zone r€gional
comissionere to emulate ud
join the initiatire-

It is no longer a seret tlEt
the gmlrmeBt is plaming to
upgrade Mwm Airport to
interutional stmdrds md
give it the iconic roe of Seren-
geti Intemational AirporL This
ground-breaking nm if trans-

- 1ated into reality would defi-
nitely open tie key touism hub
to neighbouing coufies such
m Ug-md:r, DF-C, Buudi ud
be..ond.

T@rists use bin@utds to obserye animala Tqrism stakehold€rs in the country mnt the rffiovd ot un€sry levied to ercounge gowth in the sector'

This literally adds more tou-
ism packages md prcducts to

touists amss tlre comtries
at their rcnreniene. The fact
that tlre hub would be comect-
ed intemationallywill bmst the
lake zone not only iq touism
but also prcvide synergY with
otier booming sectos trch s
mininemd tmde-

Whie we m rejoicing about
these glittering opportwities, it
is of great imporlate tlHt ou
intenational diplomary md
eonomic policies work towds
IH@, prcgress md stability in
the great lakes region This is
buue there will not be mY
mmsfi.rl buiness in the Iake
ane if the prcminent image of
the region will still be ir:me
civilw.

These eforts will comPle-
ment the ongoing intemal
efiorts of well-wishers, pri%te
sctor pla]rem md tlre goven-
ment at lareie.

The overlapping regulatory
framework in administering the
touism industry needs to be
sheurlined to be at pace witJ:
creating m equitable md fair
touism @ke.

The new Fimce Act, Jue
2ou, which embles the resp{-
tive local govement autlrori-

ties to make by-lam for ttte
imposition of fees {or vuiou
efegories of liences prcred to
be m imFdiment to the tow-
ismbwiness.

Heavily taxed
Not ]oowing that tie tou-

ismbwiness is already seriow-
lytae4 in mym where
there m investrnents, the lcal
gowlment ued tJre Fimce
Act to impose mrtitmt prices
which m trmsfered to the
final omer. Some disFicts
m relllqromfor applying tttis
Iaw notoriouly.

A studyhm revealed t}tat ru-
renuytou otrBntoN in TM-
nia ae sbjected to trelre tax
mdliene payments. Itpointed
outthatfor achvehide engaged
in the touism buiness to pay
eleven duties, which include
lienes md fes

The mnhoveEialtrninthere is
modality md tlE time spent on
paying The sme study clwlY
trDinted out tfiat tow oIFEtoE
smnd more tlm fou montls
trying to sem liences md
droents inTmia This is
incoroistent with tlre spirit of
imprcvingmd cetingacondu-
cirebwiness envirctment

T?ris is bzuue logic dictates

thatthere willbe more prcduc-
tion time. more taxes to be o1-
lected, emplolment opportu-
nities aeated md bminesses
impmed if tax payment rculd
be done at one, tiiarspilently
ud mder one rool

The govement stads to
gain more thm my otlm stake-
holder by simpLi$ing t}te *ist-
ingtd regime speciflely in'"he
touism md hospitalityindrsby.

Amimtdrbetwentle qist-
ine skills md deruds in the
inausry is mother outstanding
onem in the touism md hos-
pitalig seciorin Tmia

There is a general felingt}at
despite t}le (ffient signifimt
mnomic contribution of the
sestor to Tmia's tronomy,
stilding at dos to 20 per mt
of the gross domestic prcduct
(GDP), the skills md develop'
mmt IeW @lltrted by authori-
ties des not rcomte witl the
eJQtrtatimwitnin the indusby.

Uniwsitie ofiering towism
mtrc re in dilemro tlre
number of students doing hos-
pitality and touism @res m
dememing signfirotly sine
tlre Higher Eduetion Studsts
Iom Board d@s notbeatthem
with priority s is q(tr)ec'ted

Owing to the shre of ontri-
bution by this sector ad 6 a
gmd geshre tlmugh the lom
board the gorement should
spport studmts to mtch the
skills gap tlEt *ists in tlrc tcu-
imindwhy.

It is obviou tlnt foreignbui-
nes omoetitom will be able to
schedule their airline rcuts in
such a rey that touists wjll be
able to spend at lest t}re first
deht in their coutdes !f things
don'i chmge- it is Cisheane*E

also that Tmmia s a coutry
hm no roccessfi:l mtional air-
line.

Despite ruy effies suP-
porting the cuent situahon.
Tilruia is able to invest md
revive the mtional trier to taP
hto the air [anslDrt regment
which is the brclibone of the
touim indusFy s a mjoritY
of touists come from abrcad

Goemmel*role
arunia needs a mtional

airline beeue its importanc
runmrbe mdemtatedwenif
loel airlines will be hmdred Per
ent owedbyTSroeim.

Safetymd sffiity is the most
important mpect for my bui
ness

to flouisll espaially in the
touism sector- This spect of
touim is of grare @nen not
onlyin the lake rcne but in Tm-
mia at large.

One of ttle most compel-
ling mles of the govement is
to establish m efficient work-
ing justie ststem that pmtets
everyone ircluding touists.
Establishment of a diplomtic
md touism polie Init at least
in Mwa, would be a gmd
starL

Comilrnent ud coroisten-
ryattop minisieriallevel is high-
Iy neded espciallyat this Point
where tlre indusky neds gd-
ement attentiou most. Ttte
fact ihat the ministryof Touim
md Natural resores hm t}e
fifth minister md fourth per-
mment Sffitaxy within eight
ym 1reriod is notvery healthy.

AI|RACTI0NS: TANZANIA GAME PARKS
Tanzania has more land devoted
to national parks and game
reservesthan any other wild-
life destination in the world.
fverything irom pristine coral
reefs to the Cmter Highlands.
remote game reserves and the
famous national parks are pro-
tected by government law and

placed in trust for future genera-
tions to marvel at in wonder and
awe. In addition to a listing of the
main attractions ofTanzania, we
have included many parks that
are largely neglected in favour ot
the big names like Serengeti and
Ngorongoro. Tle a*he.:a ifl 4iecstive offi€t

of Tanaftia ;r$ciation q{ Tour

ODesiors i:'rtsl.


