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Even with big stories that rock the country on a daily basis,
questions continue to arise on how the once respectable

profession that served the interest of the masses find itself
in doldrums ‘
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We have
few serious
journalists in -
this country,
most of them do
not even know
why they are in
the profession;

money,”
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.as a watchdog forboth the society and

' * thestate, their powers rest in the might of

the pen:

And as it is commonly said, the media
can shape or break an agenda given the |

immense power that it wields, however,

- with recent developments in the industry -

not many still believe that it is a number

one career choice for most the youth.
According to them, unlike in good old

days journalism has tumbled down the
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- .. | Estate of the government whichworks
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Newsmen and women at work: The infiltration of the profession by a pseudo;
threatens the core values of the once ﬁumﬁ& profession. pPHOTO ML,

kind of role models that many young peo-
ple can emulate. ) PR
As the world celebrated World Press

Freedom Day last week, journalism
.. Temains amofig careers thatare struggling
- for reputation in Tanzania. '

‘Most- opt to study journalism out of
desperation due to lack of a caveer choice
with the hope that something better will
turn up at the end of the day.

Mathew Mshana (23) is a student at
one of the Journalism schools in Dar e$
Salaany; he was forced to study journal-
ism after he failed to pursue a course in
Accountancy. .

“I eould not afford to stay at home so I

.. chose journalism but I will do this for a

short time as I am looking for something
else” saysMshana. = . .
According to Mshana, being a scribe

drain with many journalist. not being the  isn’tsuch dea
- as-other ‘professio)

finance or IT; he isTot an isolated case as

_hei§justpart of the biggergroup. -~ =
: : echoes continue to.-

"But even-as such,
question that one ought to ask is, how did
a once respectable profession find itselfin
such doldrams? :

Many blame the state of the profession
" to some journalists in the country whom

they accuse of lack of seriousness and
commitment to the profession.

Alex Kiravu is a media relations practi-
tioner in Dar es Salaam who works closely
‘with media houses and journalists.

~ According to himn, journalists should be -
_the first to blame for undermining the

profession as many lack seriousnesswhich
isin turn coming back to haunt even those
who are committed to the profession,
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ive . “We have few serious journalists in this
- . country, most of them do not even know
.- why. they are in the profession; it is all

"aboutmoney,” says Kiravi .

He adds that most journalists in the

country hardly know the weight of their
_profession which has brought about so
many changes in this country and the
-world over. o o

“You cannot imagine a serious journal-
ist coming to a news conference late with-~
out even a note book and all they ask for
is the press release. Apart from that some
hardly ask questions and if they do they
hardly reflect any research prior to the
meeting,” says Kiravi. :

In Tanzania, journalism' courses at
degree level is offered in about four uni-
versity colleges while the lowerlevels such
as certificates and diploma are offered in
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- “Accordingto’ theJoumahst lttookqmte
a whilé before the truth could be estab-
.hshed,to save Iusﬁce.the reporterhadto .
eY leaye.; .

T . sources without aslittle 25.5h 1,500 fora published story. ..
- caring forthe . “The payment doesn’t take into consid=

b - quality of the.
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[ It’s all é‘bout performance an
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theyhavebeen Teftat the mercy
who dlctate the terms.
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